LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
"Ely Place,
lOthDec. 1802.
Private and Confidential
Dear Sir,
I have great reason to think that many improper persons
are in the commission of the peace and that many officers
of the Army who were inserted during the rebellion,
however proper in other respects, yet, as no longer
resident ought not to remain on the list. Their names,
you know, are called over at the Assizes and there is an
indecorum in retaining them after the cause of their inser-
tion is over. I wish you would, with the assistance of
Marsden, and such others as may be able to assist you, .go
through the lists and see who are proper and who are
improper or on whom (though not absolutely improper)
a watchful eye ought to be kept. I think it would be useful
to you to have the lists copied and make observations on
each man; his character, connections, general conduct as
a magistrate, particular conduct on particular occasions,
etc. I think it would not only be useful on other occasions,
but would give you a general knowledge of the magis-
trates in every part of the island, and enable me to judge
what ought to be done with respect to retaining or striking
out any of their names. I mean to submit the lists of each
county to different persons who can give me information,
and particularly to the governors of counties. To enable
me to judge of the opinions of governors of counties, I
must beg leave to have some information from you or
Marsden as to the several governors. The whole of this
must be in confidence, and therefore I must beg your
observations to be on separate papers and not on die lists
which I sent and which I must request you to return to
me. I have had so many general representations on this
subject that I am persuaded that there are many very
proper persons omitted. If new Commissions should be
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